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Poetry and Novels in Verse
Somebody Give This Heart a Pen by Sophia Thakur (YA 811.6 T)

From acclaimed performance poet Sophia Thakur comes a stirring collection of coming-of-age poems exploring issues of identity, difference, perseverance,
relationships, fear, loss, and joy. From youth to school to family life to falling in love and falling back out again--the poems draw on the author's experience as a
young mixed-race woman trying to make sense of a lonely and complicated world. With a strong narrative voice and emotional empathy, this is poetry that will
resonate with all young people, whatever their background and whatever their dreams.

Turtle Under Ice by Juleah Del Rosario (YA DEL)
Rowena feels like her family is a frayed string of lights that someone needs to fix with electrical tape. After her mother died a few years ago, she and her sister,
Ariana, drifted into their own corners of the world, each figuring out in their own separate ways how to exist in a world in which their mother is no longer alive.
But then Ariana disappears under the cover of night in the middle of a snowstorm, leaving no trace or tracks. When Row wakes up to a world of snow and her
sister's empty bedroom, she is left to piece together the mystery behind where Ariana went and why, realizing along the way that she might be part of the
reason Ariana is gone.
Haunting and evocative--and told in dual perspectives--Turtle Under Ice examines two sisters frozen by grief as they search for a way to unthaw.

Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur (YA 811.6 K)
Milk and honey is a collection of poetry and prose about survival. About the experience of violence, abuse, love, loss, and femininity. The book is divided into
four chapters, and each chapter serves a different purpose. Deals with a different pain. Heals a different heartache. Milk and honey takes readers through a
journey of the most bitter moments in life and finds sweetness in them because there is sweetness everywhere if you are just willing to look.

Crossover by Kwame Alexander (YA ALE) 
The Bell twins are stars on the basketball court and comrades in life. While there are some differences—Josh shaves his head and Jordan loves his locks—both
twins adhere to the Bell basketball rules: In this game of life, your family is the court, and the ball is your heart. With a former professional basketball player dad
and an assistant principal mom, there is an intensely strong home front supporting sports and education in equal measures. When life intervenes in the form of
a hot new girl, the balance shifts and growing apart proves painful. 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her
fierceness do the talking.
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like
prayers--especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about.
With Mami's determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is
invited to join her school's slam poetry club, she doesn't know how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can't stop thinking about
performing her poems.
Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo (YA ACE)

Say Her Name by Zetta Elliott (YA 811.6 E)
Inspired by the #SayHerName campaign launched by the African American Policy Forum, these poems pay tribute to victims of police brutality as well as the
activists insisting that Black Lives Matter. Elliott engages poets from the past two centuries to create a chorus of voices celebrating the creativity, resilience, and
courage of Black women and girls. 
This collection features forty-nine powerful poems, four of which are tribute poems inspired by the works of Lucille Clifton, Audre Lorde, Nikki Giovanni, and
Phillis Wheatley. 
This provocative collection will move every reader to reflect, respond-and act.

The Princess Saves Herself in This One by Amanda Lovelace (YA 811.6 L & 811.6 L898 )
From Amanda Lovelace, a poetry collection in four parts: the princess, the damsel, the queen, and you. The first three sections piece together the life of the
author while the final section serves as a note to the reader. This moving book explores love, loss, grief, healing, empowerment, and inspiration. 
This is the first book in the "women are some kind of magic" series.

Red Hot Salsa edited by Lori M. Carlson (YA 811.008B)
Ten years after the publication of the acclaimed Cool Salsa, editor Lori Marie Carlson has brought together a stunning variety of Latino poets for a long-awaited
follow-up.  
The poets collected here illuminate the difficulty of straddling cultures, languages, and identities. They celebrate food, family, love, and triumph. In English,
Spanish, and poetic jumbles of both, they tell us who they are, where they are, and what their hopes are for the future.

Long Way Down Jason Reynolds (YA REY)
A cannon. A strap.
 A piece. A biscuit.
 A burner. A heater.
 A chopper. A gat.

 A hammer
 A tool

 for RULE
Or, you can call it a gun. That's what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will
knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That's where Will's now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was
his brother's gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he's after. Or does he? 
 As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that
the gun is even loaded. And that's when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn's gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn't
know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck's in the elevator? 
Just as Will's trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck's cigarette. Will
doesn't know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she
was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. 
And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece
to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END...if Will gets off that elevator.
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